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Ned Hickson’s editorial in the December 8th edition of The Siuslaw News was an excellent reminder of why we 
must remember that iconic day in our nation’s military heritage. Like many of you I am sure, I watched various 
documentaries or movies on that day’s horrific event as part of my homage to those heroes. I really enjoyed 
one that had been recently updated to incorporate newer information about why our military on the islands 
were caught so un-aware – primarily because of the bureaucracy in Washington DC not passing on pertinent 
information. 

It is probably fitting, maybe even prophetic, that we recently lost and celebrated the life of President George 
H.W. Bush just prior to also celebrating the 77th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, which launched the 
United States into the War that he himself fought in as a young Navy flier. Much as been said in recent days 
about the life and contributions of Bush, including his role as part of the Greatest Generation.   

We have visited the Greatest Generation in past Chronicles as well, and on numerous other facets of WWII 
such as certain campaigns, the vast volume of statistics and production to feed the war machine, and the 
technological advancements that came out of the war effort itself. One of those statistics we’ve touched on 
was the fact that when we started our Museum effort in 2008, we were losing roughly 1,300 WWII Veterans 
daily. 

Today, ten years later, that number has dropped to only 348 daily, simply because that population has 
declined so greatly in the last decade. 

However we still have some of those members of the Greatest Generation with us and whom we can still 
celebrate, such as Bush’s one-time foe/one-time ally, Bob Dole, who at 95 today, survived his own WWII 
injuries to serve our country in politics. 

Or Bill Brown, one of our own, himself a WWII Veteran who served in the United States Coast Guard, and who 
too in his mid-90’s, is still serving as one of our Museum Volunteers now. 

While we have covered other facets of WWII and the Greatest Generation such as the home front effort with 
Victory gardens, rationing and scrap metal drives, one that we haven’t specifically touched on is the way the 
multiple elements of our American society came together in our nation’s time of need. 

In the past couple of years, we have witnessed much divisiveness and polarization in our nation, both locally 
as well as nationally. There have been voices calling for ‘coming together’ but it doesn’t seem to be 
happening. 

Let’s hope it doesn’t take another attack like 9-11, or Pearl Harbor, to make us come together like the 
Greatest Generation did 77 years ago. 

The Oregon Coast Military Museum is located on Kingwood Street adjacent to the Florence Municipal Airport, 
and is open from noon to 4:00 p.m. Wednesday thru Sunday.  


