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Its been ten years since I last wrote about the Cold War.  In doing research recently for our 
upcoming class on that topic as a part of our six-part LCC series, I was reminded of two things: 
 
First, it is such a broad topic and covers so much fabric of our society, it is certainly impossible to 
do the topic justice in a short article or even a two-hour class.  Secondly, with recent events 
concerning North Korea and Russia over the past couple years, it is also certainly no longer ‘cold’. 
 
Of course, our Cold War battle goes back decades to the end of WWII when relations with 
communist Soviet Union continued to decline in the post-war years, followed then shortly with 
the Korean War just a few years later, and the far-reaching control of the Kim family in North 
Korea, also dating back to WWII. 
 
While those relations with the Soviet Union began to improve at least for a period with their 
dismantling in 1991, that has never evolved with North Korea. 
 
Following the fall of the Berlin Wall, relations with the re-formed Russia seemed to be 
improving. However, with Vladimir Putin rising through the communist party ranks and coming 
to power, that progress became jeopardized. Just as his predecessors installed communist-
leaning governments in Eastern Europe in post-war years, he too has extended his tentacles of 
power with incursions into Ukraine, annexation of Crimea and intervention in Syria. Some 
members of the international community view the annexation of Crimea as a move towards re-
creation of the Soviet Union. 
 
While he continues to deny Russian interference into our 2016 elections, US intelligence officials 
say otherwise.  In fact, he accuses then-Secretary of State Hilary Clinton of interfering in Russian 
internal affairs.  After Putin congratulated Trump on his Presidential victory, a Gallup poll 
reported 22% of Americans had a favorable view of Putin. 
 
Although North Korea’s communist leanings pre-date WWII, the Kim family dynasty came into 
power shortly thereafter with North Korea’s liberation in 1945 by the Soviet Red Army.  Up until 
1994 Kim Il-sung, grandfather of today’s dictator, wielded power, followed by the father Kim 
Jong-Il. But as they witnessed the Soviet Union’s demise in 1991, they actually replaced 
communism with a Juche philosophy, creating a socialist state with a military emphasis. 
 
Current family dynasty dictator (say that fast three times) Kim Jong Un has certainly capitalized 
on that emphasis since coming to power in 2011.  Despite repeated UN sanctions and US pleas 
to China to bring pressure on North Korea to de-accelerate its nuclear program, Kim continues 
to rattle his nuclear saber and flaunt his growing nuclear capabilities. 
 
 



There have been a variety of incidents over the decades, some more recent than others, that 
have caused concern, starting way back in 1948 with the Russian blockade of Berlin. Then over 
the next few decades we saw the botched Bay of Pigs in 1961, the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 
and the USS Pueblo attack and capture by North Korea in 1968. More recently we’ve seen the 
missile tests by North Korea and repeated air space violations to American military aircraft by 
Russian aircraft. Russia has switched over the years from enemy to ally back to enemy, and it 
seems as if the Korean War never really did end. 
 
So, that Cold War than began over 70 years ago, has heated back up to the extent that 
Americans once again face a possible nuclear attack.  Our February 21st class will take a closer 
look at this dilemma and its heritage, including a 1957 video of how one Oregon community 
prepared for the Red Threat back then.  Think about joining us – might make a great training 
film. And I promise, no ‘duck and cover’ exercises – I couldn’t handle it either! 
 
You can learn more about military heritage by visiting the Museum which is open Thursday thru 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and located at 2145 Kingwood Street in Florence. 


